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Office: (217) 581-5981 - Home: (217) 348-7553

June 29, 1988

88-223

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
ATKINS RETIRES AFTER 30 YEARS AT EIU.
CHARLESTON, IL.--Dr. Ferrel Atkins, a professor of Mathematics at
Eastern Illinois University, will retire at the end of the summer
semester after 30 years of teaching at Eastern.
Originally from Clarke County just south of Martinsville, Atkins
earned his bachelors degree from EIU and his masters degree from the
University of Illinois.
He then went to the University of Kentucky as an instructor and
obtained his doctorate.
"I began taking courses to keep from getting rusty," said Atkins,
"and before I knew i t I had my Ph.D."
-more-
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He subsequently taught at Bowling -Grm:m.r.

S"t-D.t~

University in Ohio

and at the University of Richmoarl in Virginia. bafort;; returning t.o IUU
in 1958.
Atkins is proud of his accmuplishm:ants over the yec,:x·s.
"We received our first computer in the Math Department in 1962p" he
said.

Intrigued by computers, Atkins was awarded a National Science

Foundation Science Faculty Fellowship in 1964.
He chose to spend the year studying computing at Stanford
University under such pioneers in the field as John McCarthy, Nicholas
Wirth and George Forsythe.
Since his return, the professor has spent most of his time teaching
computing.

Eastern's Mathematics Department established a major in

computing in 1974 and, according to Atkins, has since produced
well-regarded, successful graduates.
"I think students interested in computing react well to challenge,"
he said."
Enrollment at EIU has increased dramatically since Atkins arrived
on campus 30 years ago.
"We increased in size from a campus of about 2500-3000 to more than
10,000 students," he said; "We've enlarged our offerings by adding new
courses and hiring more faculty."
He feels Eastern still maintains a good faculty/student ratio
despite dwindling resources and increased enrollment.
-more-
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Atkins, who will be teaching this summer, found it difficult to
teach during the summer months after obtaining his Ph.D.

Back then,

summer teaching assingments were not given on a rotating basis like
today but on a seniority basis.
After earning his doctorate, he spent the summer working at a camp
for handicapped children in California.

The next summer, he joined a

light opera company, which solidified his conviction to engage in
something different and challenging each summer.
But the next year, he became a ranger in the educational division
of the National Park Service in Rocky Mountain National Park, and was
hooked for life.
Each summer now for 33 years he has traveled back to Colorado to be
a ranger.

Since his official retirement as a ranger in 1984, he has

still gone back to serve as a volunteer ranger and to engage in his
hobbies of photography, back country hiking and oral history.
Atkins and his wife, Jan, a programmer in the Academic Computing
Department at EIU, have two children.

Their daughter, Anne, fell in

love with Colorado after many family trips to the state and now lives
in Denver. The Atkins' son, Alden, works as a lawyer with the New York
City law firm of Cravath, Swaine and Moore.
Eastern will not completely lose its computer expert at the end of
the summer semester, as Atkins will continue to teach on a half-time
basis during spring semesters.
-30-

